
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

TERM 1 WEEKS 1 AND 2 
 

27 January – 3 February 2023 

Important Dates – Term 1 2023 

W2 Tuesday 
31 January First day of classes for Year 11 2023 

W2 Wednesday 
1 February First day of classes for Year 12 2023 

W3 Friday 
10 February School swimming carnival 

W4 Tuesday 
14 February Academic Assembly for Year 12 2022 

W4 Wednesday 
15 February Valentine’s Day Activities 

W6 Tuesday 
28 February School Council Meeting, 6pm 

W6 Wednesday 
1 March School photos 

W10 Tuesday 
28 March School Council Meeting, 6pm 

W11 Thursday 
6 April Last day of classes 

Principal’s Report 

Welcome back to the St Marys Senior High School 

Community for 2023. Welcome to our students, their 

families, staff, community supporters and our 

educational partners who all contribute to provide 

broad opportunities to ensure the best possible 

educational outcomes for our students. 

We hope you enjoyed the break over summer and 

have recharged, ready for a busy and rewarding year. 

Communication is vital to ensure that our school 

community is effectively sharing a huge amount of 

important information. Please ensure that you have 

access to our communication platforms. Our 

newsletter is published fortnightly on our website, on 

Sentral and on Skoolbag as well as being emailed to 

the family email address provided during the 

enrolment process. I encourage you to read the 

newsletter closely as it contains a lot of information 

about the school, key contact points, upcoming events 

and whether there are any Period 0 lessons over the 

fortnight. 
 

 

Continued over the page  



 

 

Principal’s Report continued 
 

Congratulations to the class of 2022, who have now received their HSC results, ATARs and university offers. 

In Week 4 of this term (14 February) we will celebrate our highest achieving students with our Academic 

Assembly. Our Annual School Report which is published at the end of the term will provide an analysis of the 

Higher School Certificate results. 

To our new Year 11 students, welcome! We hope you enjoy O Week and your transition to St Marys. If you 

have any questions or are unsure about anything there are plenty of people to ask. A list of the School  

Executive is included in this newsletter should you have any questions. Consider running for the Student 

Representative Council – it is an important part of our school to ensure student voice and agency remain 

integral to St Marys life. Diversity amongst the SRC is important to ensure all students are represented. 

To our Year 12 students – 150 days! This is the number of days of school you have left before you finish your 

formal schooling and embark upon your Higher School Certificate Examinations. I look forward to continuing 

to work with you and your families in 2023 to not only successfully complete Year 12 but to contribute to 

ensuring your life after school sees you thrive both professionally and personally. 

St Marys Senior High School does not have a P&C group. A School Council, made up of parents, students, 

community members and staff meet on the fourth Tuesday of every month. Each representative group has a 

specific number of voting rights and representatives are elected at the annual general meeting held as the 

first meeting of the year. This year’s AGM will take place on Tuesday 28 February 2023 at 6pm. School 

Council provides an opportunity for parents to be involved in decision making related to our school and 

develop a better understanding of the school’s operations. The parent representative group requires three 

voting members at each meeting, and voting rights can be rotated between parent representatives. I 

encourage you to consider attending the first meeting to gain an insight into the School Council. If you would 

like to attend the School Council meeting, please contact the school via the school email address stmaryssen-

h.school@det.nsw.edu.au by 12pm on Friday 24 February. 

It is an absolute privilege and honour to be the Principal of St Marys Senior High School and to be able to 

work with an amazing group of students and an incredibly committed staff. I look forward to working with you 

over the coming year. 

 
 
Sally Smithard 
Principal 
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Orientation Week, Term 1 2023 
 

At the beginning of each year, we are excited to run an Orientation Week Program for our Year 11 students 

to help with the transition to our school. Our Year 12 students and staff run the Program throughout the week, 

helping our new students to explore just some of the elements of the unique environment of our school. 

We look forward to a fantastic week! 

 
Mel Jacka       Luigi Serra 
HT Learning and Wellbeing     Student Adviser, Surnames P-Z, Year 11 2023 

 
 

 
 

Friday 27 January and Monday 30 January 2023 

Staff Development Days – no students attending and our office is closed  

 
 

Tuesday 31 January 2023 

 
First day for Year 11 2023 
 
 
Student Mentors and SRC from Year 12 2023 
to attend 8:00 am – 12.00 pm 
 
 
Our office is open 8:00 am – 3:20 pm and we 
accept payments 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Period Start End 

Assembly via Zoom – Home Rooms 
(listed on page 8 of this newsletter) 8:30 am 10:00 am 

Cluster – Allocated spaces 10:00 am 10:30 am 

Recess 10.30 am 11:00 am 

Mentor Meetings - Mentor Rooms 11:00 am 12:30 pm 

Timetabled classes – Line 4B Period 4 - Timetabled Rooms 12:30 pm 1:35 pm 

Lunch Extended lunch 1:35 pm 2:15 pm 

Timetabled classes – Line 1A Period 5 – Timetabled Rooms 2:15 pm 3:20 pm 

 
  



 

 

Wednesday 1 February 2023 
 
First day for Year 12 2023, starting with an 
assembly 
 
Orientation sessions for Year 11 2023 take 
place in normal classes in Periods 2 and 3 
 
Normal timetabled classes take place Periods 
1-5 as per the bell times shown 
 
Our office is open 8:00 am – 3:20 pm and we 
accept payments 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Period Start End 

Year 12 – Assembly – MPC 
 
Year 11 – Meeting, Mentor Rooms 
(All My Own Work) 

8:20 am 9:30 am 

Period 1 9:30 am 10:30 am 

Period 2 10:30 am 11:30 am 

Recess 11:30 am 12:00 pm 

Period 3 12:00 pm 12:55 pm 

Period 4 12:55 pm 1:50 pm 

Lunch 1:50 pm 2:20 pm 

Period 5 2:20 pm 3:20 pm 

 
 

Thursday 2 February 2023 
 
Normal school day for Year 11 and Year 12 
2023 
 
Orientation sessions for Year 11 2023 take 
place in normal classes in Periods 2 and 3 
 
Our office is open 8:00 am – 3:20 pm and we 
accept payments 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Period Start End 

Period 1 8:20 am 9:32 am 

Period 2 9:32 am 10:44 am 

Recess 10:44 am 11:14 am 

Period 3 11:14 am 12:26 pm 

Period 4 12:26 pm 1:38 pm 

Lunch 1:38 pm 2:08 pm 

Period 5 2:08 pm 3:20 pm 

 
 

Friday 3 February 2023 
 
Adjusted bell times for Year 11 and Year 12 
2023 
 
Orientation sessions for Year 11 2023 take 
place in Periods 2 and 3 
 
Extended recess for Student Clubs Pop Up 
Stalls Display 
 
Our office is open 8:00 am – 3:20 pm and we 
accept payments 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Period Start End 

Period 1 8:20 am 9:25 am 

Period 2 9:25 am 10:30 am 

Extended Recess 10:30 am 11:30 am 

Period 3 11:30 am 12:35 pm 

Period 4 12:35 pm 1:38 pm 

Lunch 1:38 pm 2:08 pm 



  

 
 



  

  



  

  



  



 

 

Support in the Learning Centre, Term 1 2023 

During every lesson, our school has a teacher available to provide students with additional support in our 
Learning Centre. These staff can provide specific curriculum support in a range of subjects as well as 
connecting students to the Learning and Support Teachers. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please pop in to see Mel (Head Teacher, Learning and Wellbeing) in 
the Learning Centre at your first opportunity. 
 

  



 

 

Year 11 2023 Subject Changes 
 

Firstly, welcome Year 11 2023 to St Marys Senior High School. I hope you have all settled in well to the 

school and have met some amazing people. As you settle into your subjects, you might find that you do not 

like a course as much as you thought you would. If this is the case, you have the option to change subjects 

from Week 3 to Week 5. After this point, you will not be able to change subjects as you will not meet the 

minimum course requirements. 

To ensure that all students have access to change subjects, Lucas, Tracie and myself will be available in the 

Library in the rooms to the far right of the open Library space. 

A purple form will be available in the Library from Week 2 onwards. This form must be completed before 

seeing one of us. You and the form must be present when the changes are made. That is, you cannot leave 

the form as the change will not be made. 

We have included a schedule here which outlines when we will be available for subject changes in the Library. 

We also have classes to teach during this time, so we may not be in the Library at the start of the lesson but 

we encourage you to line up, ready for our arrival. 

After Week 5, the only changes to subjects that will be able to occur involve students dropping subjects or 

changing levels in their Mathematics and English courses of study. To make any of these changes after Week 

5, students will need to see me in my office which is located upstairs in the Administration Block. 

 
Charly Ebejer  
Head Teacher Year 11 2023 

 
  



 

 

 
Year 11 2023 Subject Changes – Schedule of Teacher Availability in the Library 

 
 

Week 3B Monday 
13 February 

Tuesday 
14 February 

Wednesday 
15 February 

Thursday 
16 February 

Friday 
17 February 

Before 
school 

Lucas  Tracie Charly Lucas 

Charly    Tracie 

Period 1 
Line 4A Line 3A Line 5B Line 2B Line 7A 

Lucas   Tracie Charly Lucas 
Charly       Tracie 

Period 2 

Line 6B Line 7B Line 2B Line 1B Line 3B 
Lucas Lucas Charly Tracie   
Charly Tracie       
Tracie         

   Charly Lucas Lucas Lucas 
Recess    Charly Charly 

    Tracie  

Period 3 

Line 1B Line 6A Line 7B Line 4B Line 2A 
Tracie Lucas Lucas Lucas Charly 

  Charly Tracie Charly   
  Tracie       

Period 4 
Line 5B Line 4B Line 8A Line 5A Line 8B 

Tracie Charly Lucas Tracie Lucas 
    Charly   Charly 

   Lucas Lucas Lucas  Charly 
Lunch  Charly Charly Charly  

      

Period 5 
Line 8B Line 1A Line 3B Line 6B Line 8C 

     Lucas   
      Charly   

 
  



 

 

Week 4A Monday 
20 February 

Tuesday 
21 February 

Wednesday 
22 February 

Thursday 
23 February 

Friday 
24 February 

Before 
school 

Lucas Tracie Lucas Lucas Lucas 
Charly  Tracie Charly Charly 
Tracie     

Period 1 

Line 6B Line 1A Line 7B Line 4A Line 8A 
Lucas Tracie Lucas Lucas Lucas 
Charly   Tracie Charly Charly 
Tracie         

Period 2 

Line 4A Line 6A Line 5A Line 1A Line 2A 
Lucas Lucas Tracie Tracie Charly 
Charly Charly       

  Tracie       
     Lucas Lucas Lucas 

Recess    Charly Charly 
    Tracie Tracie 

Period 3 
Line 1B Line 7A Line 2A Line 5A Line 3A 

Tracie Lucas Charly Tracie   
  Tracie       

Period 4 

Line 5B Line 3A Line 8A Line 6A Line 7A 
Tracie   Lucas Lucas Lucas 

    Charly Charly  
      Tracie   

 Lucas Lucas Lucas Lucas Lucas 
Lunch Charly Tracie Charly Charly Charly 

 Tracie   Tracie  

Period 5 
Line 8B Line 4B Line 3B Line 2B Line 8C 

Lucas Lucas   Charly   
Charly Charly       

 
 
 

Week 5B Monday 
27 February 

Tuesday 
28 February 

Wednesday 
1 March 

Thursday 
2 March 

Friday 
3 March 

Before 
school 

Lucas  Tracie Charly Lucas 
Charly    Tracie 

Period 1 
Line 4A Line 3A Line 5B Line 2B Line 7A 

Lucas   Tracie Charly Lucas 
Charly       Tracie 

Period 2 

Line 6B Line 7B Line 2B Line 1B Line 3B 
Lucas Lucas Charly Tracie   
Charly Tracie       
Tracie         

   Charly Lucas Lucas Lucas 
Recess    Charly Charly 

    Tracie  

Period 3 

Line 1B Line 6A Line 7B Line 4B Line 2A 
Tracie Lucas Lucas Lucas Charly 

  Charly Tracie Charly   
  Tracie       

Period 4 
Line 5B Line 4B Line 8A Line 5A Line 8B 

Tracie Charly Lucas Tracie Lucas 
    Charly   Charly 

   Lucas Lucas Lucas  Charly 
Lunch  Charly Charly Charly  

      

Period 5 
Line 8B Line 1A Line 3B Line 6B Line 8C 

     Lucas   
      Charly   



 

 

  

  

  



 

 

  

  

  



 

 

  

  

  



 

 

  

  

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

School Bytes 

School Bytes are a company that offer an exciting online tool that many schools are currently using to facilitate 

student engagement in a wide variety of curricular and extracurricular activities. It also offers a number of 

other benefits, including the ability for families to make school payments at times convenient to them. 

With the school swimming carnival on Friday 10 February, it is important to understand that notes for all 
school excursions and incursions are emailed to the family email for parents and carers to complete 
online. 

For those families not familiar with this online tool, we have provided some information from School Bytes on 

the following pages that will help parents and carers complete permission notes and make school payments. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please be sure to contact our Administration Staff on the school email 

(stmaryssen-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au) or 02 9623 8333 at your earliest convenience. 
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Moving into the digital age for school payments, event management and forms 

In the very fast paced world we live in, we understand the need for you, our parents/carers to have the 

flexibility to make payments outside of school hours and furthermore, the ability to receive and respond to 

communication at a time that best suits your needs. 

As a result, we are excited to announce our school will be engaging the services of School Bytes who offers 

a simplified digital system for school payments and parent/carer communication. 

 

Changes you can expect 

• A student’s Statement of Account and payment reminders will be sent directly to parents/carers 

via email. 

• Emails will be sent to you from noreply@mail.schoolbytes.education 

• The student’s Statement of Account email will include the make a payment button that will take you 

to the school’s online payment portal. 

• If the activity involves a cost, the make a payment button will allow you to pay securely, quickly and 

easily via credit or debit card after granting permission (Visa and Mastercard only). 

• Online forms including permission notes will be sent to you directly via School Bytes with a link 

enclosed. Select the link to open the secure online form. 

• The online form will have information about the activity with a section for a digital signature (either 

with a mouse, a stylus or your finger) prior to submitting. 

 

What do you need to do to prepare for the change? 

Not much really… 

• You do not have to sign up or register with School Bytes. 

• You do not have to download an app. 

• You do need to ensure your email address and contact details are up to date – this will help to ensure 

you don’t miss critical information being sent to you. 

mailto:noreply@mail.schoolbytes.education


 

 

• You do need to monitor your inbox for communication being sent to you. 

• You can respond to digital correspondence received via email or complete the online digital form and 

submit. 

• You need to ensure that emails sent to you from noreply@mail.schoolbytes.education are not marked 

as spam/junk in your email system. 

 

Further assistance 

For information relating to the security and privacy of this service, please refer to: 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/public-schools/going-to-a-public-

school/media/documents/School-Bytes-Student-Privacy-Information.pdf 

If you have any questions about this process or do not have regular access to email, please contact our 

Administration Team in the front office area. 

 

Completing online permission notes 

Our school now uses School Bytes for online permission notes that are sent directly to parents/carers via 

email. These notes include a link to a secure payment site via the Westpac Parent Online Payment (POP) 

system which is utilised by the Department of Education and is also available on our school website (Visa 

and Mastercard credit/debit cards accepted). 

When parent/carer permission is required for a student activity, such as an excursion, an email will be sent 

to the parents/carers of students involved in the activity. There will be a link to open the secure online 

permission form. 

The online form will contain information about the activity or excursion, as well as a section for parents/carers 

to complete and sign (with a mouse, a stylus or your finger). If the activity involves a cost, the online form will 

show a make online payment button. 

Information submitted by parents/carers will be stored securely for our school to review. Each individual 

response can only be accessed by school staff, due to the sensitive nature of the information provided. 

To complete an online permission note sent by our school, please follow the steps outlined below. 
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Give permission 

 

Step 1 – Select the blue view online form button in the email. 

 



 

 

Step 2 – Review the details of the event. 

Please note:  

• Some sections of the note may contain links to an external website. If required, you can click on 

the links to review any further information.  

• If you wish to print the activity information, click on the blue Print button on the right-hand side 

underneath our school logo.  

• To add the event to your calendar, select the blue Add to calendar button next to the print button. 

 



 

 

Step 3 – Provide consent by selecting yes or no. 

 

 



 

 

Step 4 – Complete the required sections of the note. All required sections are marked with a red asterisk. 

 

 



 

 

Step 5 – Provide a signature in the parent/carer signature section digitally. This can be done with a mouse 

if you are using a computer or your finger if you are using a mobile device. 

 

 



 

 

Step 6 – Select to submit the form. Once you press submit, your response will be recorded. If you need to 

make any changes to your response you will need to contact our school. 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Make a payment 

 

Step 1 – Select open link beside make online payment. 

 

Step 2 – Select the fee for the activity 

• To change the amount you are paying for an item, enter the desired amount in the balance column. 

• Please note: Your school may not invoice the activity which means it will not appear on the payment 

portal as a line item. In this case, you will need to select the add other item button to add the line 

item manually. 

 



 

 

Step 3 – Populate the payer details then select next. 

 



 

 

Step 4 – Populate the payment details in the secure make a payment page and select submit payment. 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Getting to and from school - An update from the RMS 

Please see the updated information provided by the RMS in the handouts below. 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
  



 

 

 
SMSHS – SOURCES OF SUPPORT 
 
 
School phone: 02 9623 8333 School email: stmaryssen-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

 
Year 11 2023 Student Adviser, 
Surnames A-G  Sussan Allaou sussan.allaou@det.nsw.edu.au 

Year 11 2023 Student Adviser, 
Surnames H-O Wendi Kambolli wendi.kambolli@det.nsw.edu.au  

Year 11 2023 Student Adviser, 
Surnames P-Z Luigi Serra luigi.serra@det.nsw.edu.au 

Year 12 2023 Student Adviser, 
Surnames A-G  Adam Bernthaler adam.bernthaler@det.nsw.edu.au 

Year 12 2023 Student Adviser, 
Surnames H-O Lauren Hasna lauren.hasna@det.nsw.edu.au 

Year 12 2023 Student Adviser, 
Surnames P-Z Jeff Larsen jeffrey.larsen@det.nsw.edu.au 

Head Teacher,  
Learning and Wellbeing Mel Jacka melissa.jacka@det.nsw.edu.au 

Learning Support Team 

Carmel Harriden (M, T) 
Carly McPherson (T, W, T) 
Ashlee Pleffer (M, T) 
Sussan Allaou (F) 

carmel.harriden@det.nsw.edu.au 
carly.mcpherson@det.nsw.edu.au 
ashlee.pleffer@det.nsw.edu.au 
sussan.allaou@det.nsw.edu.au 

School Counsellors Tracey Axisa 
Ximia Han 

Please text the counsellor phone on 0417228192 
during school hours to organise an appointment 

Student Support Officer Surmeet Kaur surmeet.kaur@det.nsw.edu.au 

Deputy Principal 
Year 11 2023 Danielle Ervine danielle.ervine@det.nsw.edu.au 

Deputy Principal 
Year 12 2023 Leah Havord leah.havord@det.nsw.edu.au 
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 Term 1 Weeks 1 and 2 2023 @ SMSHS 
Monday 23 Jan Tuesday 24 Jan Wednesday 25 Jan Thursday 26 Jan Friday 27 Jan 

 
School holidays 
 

 
School holidays 
 

 
School holidays 
 

 
Public Holiday 
 

 
Staff Development Day – no 
students onsite 

Monday 30 Jan Tuesday 31 Jan Wednesday 1 Feb Thursday 2 Feb Friday 3 Feb 
 
Staff Development Day – no 
students onsite 
 

 
First Day for Year 11 2023 – 
adjusted bell times 

 
PERIOD ZERO BELL TIMES 
 
First Day for Year 12 2023 
 

 
Normal bell times 

 
O Week Pop Ups Display 
during an extended recess 
– adjusted bell times 
 

 

Our Teams  Contact Us 
Principal: Sally Smithard 
 
School Council President: Sonia Matthews 
 
School Captains: Charlotte Brown 
 Destiny Sione 
 
School Executive: 
- Deputy Principal (Year 11) Danielle Ervine 
- Deputy Principal (Year 12) Leah Havord 
- English Julie Robinson 
- Mathematics Simone Pett 
- Science (Rel) Andrew Mabey 
- Commercial Studies Salochna Reddy 
- HSIE Shara Walsh 
- CAPA Nicole Bonfield 
- TAS / Computing Matthew Topp 
- LOTE Luigi Serra 
- PDHPE (Rel) Joanne Brines 
- Secondary Studies Lucas Widdison 
- Learning and Wellbeing Melissa Jacka 
- Head Teacher (Year 11) Charly Ebejer 
- Head Teacher (Year 12) Tracie Huet 
- First Australians Leah Havord 
- Business Manager (Acting) Rebecca Zinghini 
- School Administrative Manager (Rel) Angela Demaio 
 
Student Advisers: 
- Year 11, Surnames A-G Sussan Allaou 
- Year 11, Surnames H-O Wendi Kambolli 
- Year 11, Surnames P-Z Luigi Serra 
- Year 12, Surnames A-G Adam Bernthaler 
- Year 12, Surnames H-O Lauren Hasna 
- Year 12, Surnames P-Z Jeff Larsen 
 
Learning Support: Sussan Allaou (F) 
 Carmel Harriden (M, T) 
 Melissa Jacka 
 Carly McPherson (T, W, T) 
 Ashlee Pleffer (M, T) 
  
Student Support Officer: Surmeet Kaur 
 
Careers Adviser (Rel): Cheryll Ruskin 

  
St Marys Senior High School 

Kalang Avenue 
St Marys  NSW  2760 

 
 
 
 
 
 

02 9623 8333 
 
 
 
 
 
 

stmaryssen-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Marys Senior High School Official Site - 
Facebook 

 
 
 
 

 
 

St Marys Senior High School - 
Skoolbag App 
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