TERM 4 WEEKS 1 AND 2

14 — 25 October 2024

Important Dates — Term 4 2024

Monday )
W1 14 October First day of classes for students, Term 4
w1 Tuesday HSC Examinations commence
15 October
Wednesday h
w1 16 October Year 11 2025 Enrolment Evening #1
Thursday h
w1 17 October Year 11 2025 Enrolment Evening #2
W2 Tuesday School Council Meeting
22 October 6pm, online
’ HSC Examinations conclude
W4 Friday
8 November | v 12 Sign Out Day #1
Monday
W5 11 November Remembrance Day Ceremony
Tuesday )
W5 12 November Year 12 Sign Out Day #2
ws | Wednesday i yoo15 5024 Formal
13 November
W7 Tuesday School Council Meeting
26 November 6pm, online
w8 Friday 2024 School Presentation Day
6 December
w9 Monday Confirmation of Entry Day, Year 11 2025
9 December ybay,
W10 Wednesday Final day of school, Year 12 2025

18 December

Principal’s Report

Welcome back to Term 4 at St Marys Senior High
School. | hope that all of our families have had a
wonderful break and that some of you have been
fortunate enough to be able to get away to recharge,

ready for the term ahead.

The end of Term 3 saw Year 12 students, staff, parents
and community members come together to celebrate
thirteen years of schooling with the Year 12
Graduation. What an amazing event! We hope that all
who attended enjoyed the ceremony, especially the
students who graduated. | would like to thank all those
involved in organising this event for creating such
wonderful memories for our students and their
families. The work of the Science Team, led by Andrew
Farrugia, the Student Advisers and Danielle Ervine
epitomises quality and honours the milestone this
event deserves. The Class of 2024 is an example of
the incredible potential within our student body. They
have excelled not only in academics but also by
demonstrating remarkable character and leadership.

As they embark on their next pathway, we are
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Principal’s Report continued

confident they will continue to make us proud and leave a

positive impact wherever they go.

At the end of Term 3 we also celebrated student excellence
with our families at our Major Works Assembly. This
assembly recognises student commitment to excellence
whether that be in the form of extended essays, creative
projects or performances. | would like to thank our special
guests who joined with us to celebrate this significant event:
Mr Todd Carney, the Mayor of Penrith; Ms Cathy Brennan,
Executive Director NSW Public Schools; Ms Jennifer Ribeiro,
Relieving Director Educational Leadership; Ms Meg
Shepherd, SMSHS Community Member; Ms Muigan Tahery,
former student and keynote speaker; and our parents, carers

and families.

At the conclusion of our Major Works Assembly, our 2024
Student Leaders announced our new School Captains and
Vice Captains for the 2024-2025 academic year. Following a
rigorous process, | am pleased to introduce to our community
the following Student Leaders who have already
demonstrated a deep commitment to the betterment of our

school:

e School Captains: Elliot Moore, Rosetta Yankson

e School Vice Captains: Jakov Bastac, Vishant Singh

On the final day of Term 3, Year 11 were involved in a seminar day with a focus on post-school options. Our
students were fortunate to have a range of universities, colleges and employee representatives provide
workshops and an expo to support them explore the diverse opportunities available to them. | would like to

thank our school’'s Engagement Team for all of their hard work in coordinating this fantastic event.



This week Year 12 2024 will commence their Higher School Certificate Examinations — and we wish them
the very best during this period of time and hope that their hard works pays off. A reminder to students to let
the Presiding Office and either Danielle, Leah or myself know of any concerns during the examinations. As
discussed at a year meeting in the last week of Term 4, the illness and misadventure process for the Higher
School Certificate Examinations moves away from our procedures, with students required to complete the

NESA paper work as explained to students by Danielle.

Year 11 (or Year 12 2025) will commence their final year of schooling this term. We have eleven new students
starting Year 12 at St Marys Senior High School, and we welcome them and their families to our school
community. As students focus on their Higher School Certificate studies, they are reminded to carefully read
through their school assessment booklet to ensure they have a clear understanding of our revised school
assessment policy, reflecting the changes in NESA's ACE Rules which take effect from 14 October 2024.
We also remind students and their families that applications for time away from school will only be considered
in exceptional circumstances during the Higher School Certificate year, to support students aspiring to
optimise their engagement in classroom learning activities and their performance in school-based
assessment tasks. Students, parents, carers and families with any questions about this should reach out to

the relevant Student Adviser or Leah, the Deputy Principal for Year 12 2025.

In the early weeks of Term 4, there will be some room changes to allow for the Higher School Certificate
Examinations to take place, and these have been communicated to students. Access to other parts of the
school will be limited due to the examinations to help support our students to achieve their best, and this will

include the school’s basketball courts.

Our enrolment evenings for Year 11 2025 will take place in Week 1. As existing students know, this is an
enormous event as we try to enrol 480 students into courses for their senior years. Thank you in advance to
everyone involved for attending this event. These are long nights, but they are vital to assist students and

their families in the transition to St Marys Senior High School.

Finally, | would like to acknowledge and congratulate one of our non-teaching staff, Jackie Gainsford who
received an award as part of the Executive Director Public Schools Recognition Program. Jackie is a proud
Wiradjuri woman who, over the last five years, has developed a greater understanding of her culture, her
background and the role she can play within the Department of Education in creating a legacy to educate
staff and students to build trust and create inclusive workplaces. As part of her contributions to our school
community, Jackie sits on merit selection panels as a First Nations Community Representative. She prepares
for these panels during her own time to ensure she provides a voice and agency for our students, their
families and the broader community. She is an active member of the staff social club, bringing humour,
enthusiasm and school spirit to St Marys Senior High School. Jackie has also led professional learning on

Truth Telling, using her personal experience to assist her colleagues to understand the racism and trauma



experienced by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples to ensure we can move forward together to

allow all students to flourish and thrive.

Have a great start to Term 4.

Sally Smithard

Principal
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Support in the Learning Centre, Term 4 2024

During every lesson, our school has a teacher available to provide students with additional support in our
Learning Centre. These staff can provide specific curriculum support in a range of subjects as well as
connecting students to the Learning and Support Teachers. A copy of the schedule of teachers can be

found in the Learning Centre.

If you have any questions or concerns, please pop in to see Mel (Head Teacher, Learning and Wellbeing) in

the Learning Centre at your first opportunity.



After Hours Tutorial Program, Term 4 2024

Our school runs a range of optional tutorials before and after school at no additional cost to students. The

schedule for these tutorials is shown below.

If you are interested in attending one (or more) of these, please ensure you get a permission note from the
Tutorial Teacher shown. This note must be completed and returned to the Tutorial Teacher before you can

attend the tutorial activity.












SMSHS — SOURCES OF SUPPORT

School phone: 02 9623 8333

School email: stmaryssen-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Year 12 2024 Student Adviser,
Surnames A-G

Sussan Allaou

sussan.allaou@det.nsw.edu.au

Year 12 2024 Student Adviser,
Surnames H-O

Wendi Kambolli

wendi.kambolli@det.nsw.edu.au

Year 12 2024 Student Adviser,
Surnames P-Z

Luigi Serra

luigi.serra@det.nsw.edu.au

Head Teacher, Year 12 2024

Charly Ebejer

charlene.ebejer@det.nsw.edu.au

Year 11 2024 Student Adviser,
Surnames A-G

Adam Bernthaler

adam.bernthaler@det.nsw.edu.au

Year 11 2024 Student Adviser,
Surnames H-O

Lauren Hasna

lauren.hasna@det.nsw.edu.au

Year 11 2024 Student Adviser,
Surnames P-Z

Jeffrey Larsen

jeffrey.larsen6@det.nsw.edu.au

Head Teacher, Year 11 2024

Tracie Huet

tracie.huet@det.nsw.edu.au

Head Teacher,
Learning and Wellbeing

Melissa Jacka

melissa.jacka@det.nsw.edu.au

Learning Support Team

Sussan Allaou (F)

Carmel Harriden (M, T)

Melissa Jacka

Carly McPherson (T, W, T)
Ashlee Pleffer (M, T)

sussan.allaou@det.nsw.edu.au
carmel.harriden@det.nsw.edu.au
melissa.jacka@det.nsw.edu.au
carly.mcpherson@det.nsw.edu.au
ashlee.pleffer@det.nsw.edu.au

School Counsellors

Aimee Tang
Ximia Han

Please text the counsellor phone on 0417228192
during school hours to organise an appointment

Student Support Officer

Surmeet Kaur

surmeet.kaur@det.nsw.edu.au

Careers Adviser (Relieving)

Cheryll Ruskin

Cheryll.ruskin@det.nsw.edu.au

Deputy Principal
Year 12 2024

Danielle Ervine

danielle.ervine@det.nsw.edu.au

Deputy Principal
Year 11 2024

Leah Havord

leah.havord@det.nsw.edu.au
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Term 4 Weeks 1A and 2B 2024 @ SMSHS

Monday 14 Oct

Tuesday 15 Oct

Wednesday 16 Oct

Thursday 17 Oct

Friday 18 Oct

First Day of Term 4 for students

HSC Examinations commence

HSC Examinations

HSC Examinations

HSC Examinations

Monday 21 Oct

Tuesday 22 Oct

Wednesday 23 Oct

Thursday 24 Oct

Friday 25 Oct

HSC Examinations

HSC Examinations

School Council Meeting, 6pm
online

HSC Examinations

HSC Examinations

HSC Examinations

Our Teams

Contact Us

Principal:
School Council President:

School Captains:

School Executive:

- Deputy Principal (Year 12 2024)
- Deputy Principal (Year 11 2024)

- English

- Mathematics

- Science (Rel)

- Commercial Studies

- TAS/Computing

- LOTE

- PDHPE (Rel)

- Secondary Studies

- Learning and Wellbeing

Sally Smithard
Sonia Matthews

Elliot Moore
Rosetta Yankson

Danielle Ervine
Leah Havord
Julie Robinson
Simone Pett
Andrew Farrugia
Salochna Reddy
Shara Walsh
Nicole Bonfield
Matthew Topp
Luigi Serra
Joanne Brines
Lucas Widdison
Melissa Jacka

Head Teacher (Year 12 2024)
Head Teacher (Year 11 2024)
First Australians

Business Manager (Acting)

School Administrative Manager (Rel)

Student Advisers:

Year 12 2024, Surnames A-G
Year 12 2024, Surnames H-O
Year 12 2024, Surnames P-Z
Year 11 2024, Surnames A-G
Year 11 2024, Surnames H-O
Year 11 2024, Surnames P-Z

Charly Ebejer
Tracie Huet
Leah Havord
Rebecca Zinghini
Angela Demaio

Sussan Allaou
Wendi Kambolli
Luigi Serra
Adam Bernthaler
Lauren Hasna
Jeff Larsen

Learning Support:

Sussan Allaou (F)

Carmel Harriden (M, T)

Melissa Jacka

&

St Marys Senior High School
Kalang Avenue
St Marys NSW 2760

stmaryssen-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au

02 9623 8333

Carly McPherson (T, W, T)
Ashlee Pleffer (M, T)

Student Support Officer:

Careers Adviser (Rel):

Surmeet Kaur

Cheryll Ruskin

St Marys Senior High School Official Site -
Facebook
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