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Geography 
New syllabus for the HSC in 2025 

 

 
 

Geography - Course Details 

Units Type ATAR Faculty Teaching This Course 

 
 

2 

Board Developed Course 
 

– Examinable at the HSC, 
marks can be used to count 

towards an ATAR 

 
A 

 
– Counts towards an 

ATAR with no restrictions 

 
 

Commercial Studies 

 
What will I be doing in this course? 

 
You will study the relationship between people and the natural and built environments. As a 
geographer, you will develop skills in gathering information about the environment from a wide range 
of sources. Maps are important for geographers and you will use graphs, diagrams, written and 
electronic media, as well as primary research involving surveys, interviews and environmental 
monitoring. With our guidance, you will plan, develop and implement your own Geographical 
Investigation in Year 11, where you research a subject that interests you. You will present your 
findings in a written report, which makes up 30 - 40% of your Preliminary HSC assessment. 

 
The Year 11 course is structured to provide students with opportunities to develop and apply their 
understanding of the geographical concepts of place, space, environment, interconnection, scale, 
sustainability, and change. Students investigate natural systems; people, patterns and processes; and 
human–environment interactions. They develop an understanding of the nature and value of 
geographical inquiry through planning and conducting a geographical investigation. 

 
The Year 12 course is structured to provide students with opportunities to develop and apply their 
understanding of the geographical concepts of place, space, environment, interconnection, scale, 
sustainability and change. Students investigate global sustainability, rural and urban places, and 
ecosystems and global biodiversity. 

 
The following contains a description of the course we offer to students at St Marys Senior High. It is intended as a 
guide to help you select your subjects and you should read it carefully. 

 
Please note: 
• The details given represent the way that the course is delivered at St Marys Senior High and may involve different 

choices from the way other schools might operate the same course. 
• Classes can only be formed where sufficient students select the particular course. The fact that a course is listed 

here is not a commitment to run the course in a particular year. 
• The arrangements for particular courses are subject to change for a variety of reasons. 
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Source: https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/learning-areas/hsie/geography-11-12-2022 

 

What should I be able to do at the end of this course? 
 
• Understand the interactions between factors, which make up the natural environment, and the 

role of people in environmental change. 
• Have the skills to observe your surroundings and be able to develop strategies for researching 

existing knowledge and, through your own research framework, gather new knowledge about the 
environment and the people who depend on it. 

• Communicate knowledge through a wide variety of methods. 
 
 

How will I be assessed in this course? 
 

You are required to undertake fieldwork activities for your Geographical Investigation, as well as 
within both Preliminary and HSC courses. Fieldwork reports make up a considerable part of the 
assessment in both years and attendance and completion of fieldwork are compulsory. Most students 
find fieldwork to be very enjoyable and remember what they learn on field trips. 

 
 

How will this course help me in the future? 
 

Geography gives us a broad range of skills to interpret the world around us. It also helps us to shape 
our lives so that we maximise our enjoyment of the wonders of nature while minimising our negative 
impact on the systems which support life on the planet. 

 
Any career, be it law, tourism, business, or any other area, will benefit from your study of Geography. 
The 21st Century will be the crucial time where we must learn to work within our planet’s ability to 
support us. The managers of the future must think globally and act locally. Geography gives us a 
head start. 
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